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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Martin Moynihan on 2/15/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

- Replace the abstract with the new abstract as follow: 

"A stent for maintaining the patency of a bodily lumen has a tubular body with at 
least one cover connector integrally formed on the tubular body." 
Amend claim 57-59, 62-65, 71 and 72 and cancel claim 68 as follow: 

- Claim 57, line 5, replace "a said" with -said at least one-; line 1 1 , after "a 
first" insert -longitudinal oriented-; line 13, after "a second" insert - 
longitudinal oriented-. 

- Claim 58, line 2, replace "a first" with.-the first-; replace "a second" with - 
the second-. 

- Claim 59, line 2, replace "a first" with -the first-; replace "a second" with - 
the second-. 

- Claim 62, line 1, replace "said ring section" with -of said plurality of ring 
sections-; line 2, after "and" insert -said-, after "one" delete "said", after 
"connecting" insert -support-; line 3, after "said" insert -at least one-. 

- Claim 63, line 1, after "is" insert -further-; line 2, replace "said ring 
section" with -of said plurality of ring sections-. 

- Claim 64, line 1, replace "said ring connectors" with -connecting support 
members"; line 2, after "adjacent" delete "said". 
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- Claim 65, replace "a said" with --said at least one-; line 10, after "is" 
insert -further--, replace "said ring" with -of said plurality of ring-; line 1 1 , 
replace "section" with -sections-. 

- Claim 68. ( Canceled) 

- Claim 71, line 1, replace "said ring section" with -of said plurality of ring 
sections-; line 2, after "and" insert -said-, after "one" delete "said", after 
"connecting" insert -support-; line 3, after "said" insert -at least one-, 

- Claim 72, line 1, replace "said ring connectors" with -connecting support 
members-; line 2, delete "said". 

Claim 57-67 and 69-72 should be as follow after the Examiner's Amendment 
above entered. 

57. A stent assembly, comprising: 

a) an expandable tubular stent body, which is formed of a plurality of ring sections, 
having at least one connecting support member extending between adjacent ring sections 
and which has a cover connecting member with at least two penetrating elements 
integrally formed with said at least one connecting support member; and 

b) a stent cover which is disposed over at least a portion of said tubular stent body, which 
is secured to said tubular stent body by said cover connecting member with said at least 
two penetrating elements extending through said stent cover and extending over an outer 
surface of said stent cover 

wherein a first of said at least two penetrating elements extends through said stent cover at a first 
location of said stent cover adjacent to a first longitudinal oriented edge of said stent cover and 
wherein a second of said at least two penetrating elements extends through said stent cover at a 
second location of said stent cover adjacent to a second longitudinal oriented edge of said stent 
cover, 

58. The stent assembly of claim 57 wherein said stent cover has a cylindrical shape with the first 
longitudinally oriented edge abutting a second longitudinally oriented edge. 
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59. The stent assembly of claim 57 wherein said stent cover has a cylindrical shape with the first 
longitudinally oriented edge overlapping a second longitudinally oriented edge. 

60. The stent assembly of claim 57 wherein said stent cover extends from a first end of said stent 
body to a second end of said stent body. 

61. The stent assembly of claim 57 wherein said stent cover is formed of a biocompatible non- 
thrombogenic material. 

62. The stent assembly of claim 57 wherein at least one of said plurality of ring sections at an 
end of said stent body has undulations and said at least one connecting support member extends 
between said at least one ring section having undulations and an adjacent ring section. 

63. The stent assembly of claim 57 wherein said stent cover is further secured to said stent body 
by undulations of said at least one of said plurality of ring sections at an end of said stent body 
which extend over an end portion of said stent cover. 

64. The stent assembly of claim 57 having a plurality of connecting support members extending 
between adjacent ring sections. 

65. A stent assembly, comprising: 

a) an expandable tubular stent body, which is formed of a plurality of ring sections, 
having at least one connecting support member extending between adjacent ring sections 
and which has a cover connecting member with at least two penetrating elements 
integrally formed with said at least one of connecting support member; and 

b) a stent cover which is disposed over at least a portion of said tubular stent body, which 
is secured to said tubular stent body by said cover connecting member with said at least 
two penetrating elements extending through said stent cover and extending over an outer 
surface of said stent cover 



Application/Control Number: 09/522,336 
Art Unit: 3731 



Page 5 



wherein said stent cover is further secured to said stent body by undulations of at least one said 
plurality of ring sections at an end of said stent body which extend over an end portion of said 
stent cover. 

66. The stent assembly of claim 65 wherein said stent cover has a cylindrical shape with a first 
longitudinally oriented edge abutting a second longitudinally oriented edge. 

67. The stent assembly of claim 65 wherein said stent cover has a cylindrical shape with a first 
longitudinally oriented edge overlapping a second longitudinally oriented edge. 

68. (Canceled) 

69. The stent assembly of claim 65 wherein said stent cover extends from a first end of said stent 
body to a second end of said stent body. 

70. The stent assembly of claim 65 wherein said stent cover is formed of a biocompatible non- 
thrombogenic material. 

71. The stent assembly of claim 65 wherein at least one of said plurality of ring sections at an 
end of said stent body has undulations and said at least one connecting support member extends 
between said at least one ring section having undulations and an adjacent ring section. 

72. The stent assembly of claim 65 having a plurality of connecting support members extending 
between adjacent ring sections. 

Reason for Allov\^ance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 57-67 
and 69-72 are alldwed because the prior art fails to disclose or suggest: 
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In regard to claims 57-64, a stent assembly comprising in combination with other 
limitations of the claims, a cover connecting member with at least two penetrating 
elements integrally formed with at least one connecting support member wherein a first 
of the at least two penetrating elements extends through said stent cover at a first 
location of a stent cover adjacent to a first longitudinal oriented edge of the stent cover 
and wherein a second of the at least two penetrating elements extends through the 
stent cover at a second location of the stent cover adjacent to a second longitudinal 
oriented edge of the stent cover. 

In regard to claims 65-67, 69-72, a stent assembly comprising in combination 
with other limitations of the claims, a cover connecting member with at least two 
penetrating elements integrally formed with at least one connecting support member 
wherein penetrating elements extending through said stent cover and extending over an 
outer surface of said stent cover and stent cover is secured to said stent body by 
undulations of at least one of said plurality of ring sections at an end of said stent body 
which extend over an end portion of said stent cover. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to (Jackie) Tan-Uyen T. Ho whose telephone number is 
571-272-4696. The examiner can normally be reached on MULTIPLEX Mon. to Sat.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ANHTUAN NGUYEN can be reached on 571-272-4963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Art Unit: 3731 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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